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a single medium, forming the content medium, storing a plurality of locked contents, each 
locked content provideca with a locked content effective period thereof; and 

a key receiver /or receiving a k^y for unlocking the locked content. 



(THR^E TIMES/AMENDED) A terminal according to clairjH , wherein said 
s0rve;p?^ubmits a request tg/^ center when the present time falls withiki the effective period of 
time. 




(FIVE TIMES AMENDED) A sales systepr^omprising: 
a terminal comprising: 

a period reader reading an effective pen^Q stored on a self contained independent 
computer readable content medium indicatipg the effective period of time during which a 
content can be served by submitting a request to a center; 

a present time generator for Generating present time data indicating a present time; 
a comparator comparing tKe effective period of time with the present time; and 
a requestor submittincKa request to a center for obtaining use of the content when said 
comparator judges that the^resent time falls within the effective period of time; and 
the center compfising: 

a ke/supplier supplying said terminal with a key for unlocking the content when 
the present timeialls within the effective period of time. 



5. / (THREE TIMES AMENDED) A sales system according to claim 4, wherein said 
center farther comprises a database registered with the effective period of the content. 



(FOUR TIMES AMENDED) A terminal according to claim 1 , wherein said 
(aI t '^f^"^^' further comprises a second comparator comD^f^ng an effective period of time with the 

'present tinrie and determininc/whether the presenttifne is within the effective period of time. 

(THREE TIMES AMENDEC^ sales system according to claim 4, further 
(0/ comprising: 

a period data changer changMg period data indicating a serving period of the contents; 

wherein said terminaLfurther comprising: 

a second comparatefr comparing the effective period of time with the serving period and 
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determining whetherme serving period lies within the effective period of time. 



(SIX TIMES AMENDED) A/Seif contained computer readable storage medium 
contains content, an effective peripd concerning the content, and a program executed by 
a computer, 

wherein said program: 

reads the effective period; 

generates present time data indicating a present time; 
compares the effective period with the present time; 

judges that the present time data falls within said effective period or falls outside 
the effective period; and 

requests to a q^nter for obtaining use of the content when the present time falls 
within said effective period. 

1 0. (FOUR TIMES AMENDED) A self contained computer readable storage 
medium including bothycontent and an effective period concerning the content, the storage 
device is accessed by a computer, 
wherein said/computer: 

reaps the effective period; 

gerierates present time data indicating a present time; 
ompares the effective period with the present time; 
^judges that the present time data falls within the effective period or falls outside 
of said effecyVe period; and 

allows access to the content if the judging determines the present time data falls 
within saicVeffective period. 



(J^^^^l/ (THREE TIMEfe AMENDED) A storage device according to claim 9, wherein the 
fO^^ effective period is written as silogle terminal data indicating starting or ending time interval. 



(FIVE TIMES AMENDED) A self-contained computer-readable medium 
<co©j/with a computer program which performs the following functions: 



reads an effective period, stored on the computer-readable medium, indicating a period 
of time during which content on fne disk can be served; 

generates present time/data indicating a present time; 
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compares the effective period with the present time; 

judges that the present timp falls within the effective period or falls outside of said 
effective period; and 

a requestor for submitting k request for the content if the judging determines the 
present time data falls within said/effective period, to a center for obtaining use of the content. 



1 3. (SIX TIMES AMENDED) A terminal comprising: 

a reading device which reads an effective period, stored on a self contained computer 
readable content medium indicajiing the effective period of time during which content stored on 



the content medium can be serv 



a clock for indicating a present time; 

a comparator which determines if the present time falls within the effective period of 



time; and 

a requestor for submittir 
comparator determines that the 
for obtaining use of the content 



14. (THREE TIMES 
a self contained in 

content and an effective period 
a center which provides 

within the effective period; 



ed; 



g a request for the content on the content medium when the 
present time falls within the effective period of time, to a center 



AMENDED) A sales system comprising: 
dependent computer readable content medium storing a locked 
or the locked content; 

a key to unlock the locked content when a present time falls 



NDED) A method for ascertaining a sales period exists, said 



15. (SIXTIMES AMp 
method comprising: 

reading an effective perjiod stored on a self contained independent computer readable 
medium indicating a serving period of time; 

data indicating a present time; 

period stored on the medium with the present time to judge 
within the effective period of time; and 
obtaining the content when the comparing determines that the 



generating present time 
comparing the effective 
whether said present time falls 
requests to a center for 



present time falls within the eff ective period of time. 
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16. (FOUR TIMES AMENDE^) A storage device readable by a computer 
comprising: 

a storer storing a content on a ^elf contained independent computer readable storage 
medium, the medium including an effective period concerning the content and a program 
executed by the computer, wherein s^\d program: 

reads the effective period; 

generates present time data fndicating a present time; 
compares the effective period with the present time; 
an accessor accessing said/program; and 

a requestor for submitting a/ request when the effective period is compared with the 
present time and it is determined tIAat the present time falls within said effective period, the 
request made to a center for obtaining use of the content.. 

17. (FIVE TIMES AME SIDED) A self contained independent computer readable 
storage medium comprising: 

a content stored on the mi^dium assessable by a user via a computer; 
period data stored with th€j content on the medium indicating an effective period of time 
during which the content can be ciccessed by the user; 



a program which causes 
present date falls outside of the 



t ie computer to refuse access to the content by the user if a 
effective period of time indicated by the period data; and 



reads an effective perioc 
which a content on the disk can 
generates present time 
compares the effective 



a requesting unit for submitting a request when said program does not cause the 
computer to refuse access to the content, the request submitted to a center for obtaining use of 
the content. 

18. (FOUR TIMES Ar 
a computer program which perfc rms the following operations: 



ENDED) A computer-readable storage medium encoded with 



, stored on a disk, indicating the effective period of time during 
be served; 

data indicating a present time; 
)eriod with the present time; and 
transforms a result of said comparison to data reflecting that a user is allowed to utilize 
the content, when the present lime falls within the effective period; and 

requests to a center for obtaining use of the content when said comparing step 
determines that said present ti ne falls within said effective period. 
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19. (FIVE TIMES AMENqfED) A method for ascertaining a sales period exists, said 
method comprising: 

reading an effective period stored on a self contained computer readable storage 
medium indicating an effective period of time; 

generating present time data indicating a present time; 

comparing the period stored on the medium with the present time to judge whether said 
present time falls within the effective period; and 

requesting to a center for obtaining use of content stored on the medium storing the 
effective period to a storage medii m when said comparing determines that said present time 
falls within said effective period. 

20. (THREE TIMES AMENDED) A terminal comprising: 

a period reader reading ari effective period stored on a self contained independent 
content medium indicating the effe ctive period of time during which a content stored directly on 
the content medium released to end users can be served; 

a present time data generator generating present time data indicating a present time; 

a comparator comparing me effective period of time with the present time; and 

a requestor for submitting c request for the content when said comparator judges that 
the present time falls within the eff( active period of time. 



21. (TWICE AMENDED) 
a period reader reading an 
content medium indicating the 
the content medium can be served 

a present time data generatbr 
a comparator comparing the 
a requesting unit requesting 
the present time falls within the effe 



22. (THREE TIMES AM 
storage medium released to end us^ 



A terminal comprising: 

ffective period stored on a self contained independent 
effec^tive period of time during which a content stored directly on 

generating present time data indicating a present time; 
effective period of time with the present time; and 
a service of the content when said comparator judges that 
:tive period of time. 



NDED) An independent self contained computer readable 
rs which contains content, an effective period concerning 



the content, and a program executed by a computer, wherein said program: 
reads the effective period directly from the storage medium; 
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generates present time dataf indicating a present time; 
compares the effective period with the present time; 

judges that the present timp data falls within said effective period or falls outside the 
effective period; and 

requests to a center for obftaining use of the content if the judging judges that the 
present time falls within said effective period. 



23. (TWICE AMENDED) A self contained computer readable storage medium 

ng: 



readable by a computer compris 

a storer storing a content 
content and a program executec 

reads the effective perioc 

generates present time cata indicating a present time; and 



compares the effective period with the present time; 
an accessor accessing said program; and 

a requesting unit requesting service of the content when the effective period is 



compared with the present time 
period. 



computer program which 
reads an effective period 
which a content on the disk can 



on the medium including an effective period concerning the 
by the computer, wherein said program: 



and it is determined that the present time falls within said 



24. (TWICE AMENDIED) A computer-readable storage medium encoded with a 



performs the following operations: 

stored on a disk, indicating the effective period of time during 
De served; 

generates present time data indicating a present time; 
compares the effective p(5riod with the present time; and 
transforms a result of sa\ i comparison to data reflecting that a user Is allowed to utilize 
the content, when the present tine falls within the effective period; and 

requests the content when said comparing step determines that said present time falls 
within said effective period. 



25. (TWICE AMEND 
said method comprising: 

reading an effective periojd 



ED) A method for ascertaining whether a sales period exists, 



medium indicating the effective period of time during which the computer readable storage 



stored on a self contained computer readable storage 
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